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Proliferation assays
The panel cell lines were inoculated onto a series of standard 96-well microtiter plates on day 0, at 5000 cells per well according to the doubling times of specific cell line. Test agents were then added in five, 10-fold dilutions (0,01 to 100 µM) and incubated for further 72 hours. Working dilutions were freshly prepared on the day of testing in the growth medium. After 72 hours of incubation, the cell growth rate was evaluated by performing the MTT assay: experimentally determined absorbance values were transformed into a cell percentage growth (PG) using the formulas proposed by NIH. This method directly relies on control cells behaving normally at the day of assay because it compares the growth of treated cells with the growth of untreated cells in control wells on the same plate -the results are therefore a percentile difference from the calculated expected value.
The IC50 values for each compound were calculated from dose-response curves using linear regression analysis by fitting the mean test concentrations that give PG values above and below the reference value. If, however, all of the tested concentrations produce PGs exceeding the respective reference level of effect (e.g. PG value of 50) for a given cell line, the highest tested concentration is assigned as the default value (in the screening data report that default value is preceded by a ">" sign). Each test point was performed in quadruplicate in two individual experiments. The results were statistically analyzed (ANOVA, Tukey post-hoc test at p < 0.05). Finally, the effects of the tested substances were evaluated by plotting the mean percentage growth for each cell type in comparison to control on dose-response graphs. 
